BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
AND PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

Agenda for Meeting

February 10 - 11, 2014
Meeting starts at 8:00 am, Monday, February 10, 2014
at the Board Office

1510 E. Watertower St., Ste. 110, Meridian, ID 83642 


i.

AGENDA REVIEW - Are there any new agenda items?

I.
READING OF MINUTES
1.
Minutes of the November  15 & 16, 2013 meeting.
II.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

1.
The following items have been continued at previous meetings and staff is unaware of any activity relating to these matters:


a. FY11.11
Erickson, Chad, Standard of Care. Mr. & Mrs. Badertscher submitted a complaint regarding the survey work of Chad R. Erickson.  The work included locating a previous corner which was apparently incorrectly and previously located by Carl Edwards and others.  The location of this corner affects a Badertscher's property line as well as several others.  Mr. Erickson submitted a detailed response to the complaint.  Staff notified the Badertschers that the complaint lacks the requirements for a formal complaint and will be considered a request for inquiry.  Pending outcome of litigation. 


c.  FY13.06    Ruen, Darius, ROPR. Pending resolution of litigation and a determination of whether there are substantive matters to be further investigated.  Pending outcome of litigation.

d.  FY13.10   Bartolome, Todd A., ROPR. Pending decision to move forward from Mr. Ruen. 

2.
A license holder complimented the updated NEWS BULLETIN layout.

3.
The Board received a voluntary retirement notification from Mr. Smith.

III.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1.
Review the Strategic Plan Objectives.  

2.
Subcommittee Updates


a.
Item Writing (Mr. Howe, Mr. Elle and Mr. Young): The subcommittee needs to come up with an additional 15 items for item bank. Mr. Szatkowski contacted TEST, Inc. to find out what content is needed for test questions and sent to subcommittee members. 


b.
Structural Engineers Subcommittee (Mr. Bennion and Mr. Elle):  The subcommittee will explore what type of projects should be restricted to structural engineers.  Mr. Bennion and Mr. Elle will coordinate a meeting with the stakeholders. 

c.
International Mobility Subcommittee (Mr. Wagner and Mr. Elle):  The subcommittee will study (1) NCEES administering and selling exams internationally the result of which may be outsourcing of engineering jobs.  (2)  Foreign engineering students gain their education in the US and then cannot stay.  (3)  Foreign engineering students gain their education outside the US but come to the US to practice.  (4)  Foreign engineering students gain their education outside the US, pass the NCEES exams, but do not reside in the US but request licensure in the US.  The subcommittee, staff and Board Counsel will further study the existing statutes and rules and see how they apply to consideration of applicants who have been educated and/or licensed in a foreign country and/or obtained their experience outside the United States.  Mr. Curtis created an analysis for the subcommittee and Mr. Wagner, Mr. Elle, Attorney Kane and the staff will review how existing statutes apply. George Wagner and John Elle will discuss legal options for evaluating/restricting PE applicants who have no US engineering experience, but are requesting licensing in Idaho by comity with Counsel. Can the board disapprove comity requests based on no US experience, or would we need legislation or rule changes to restrict applicants?  The subcommittee concluded that requiring 2 years of US experience would be an acceptable policy. Staff directed to draft proposals on US experience requirement.  
d.
Surveying FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) Page Subcommittee (Mr. Howe and Mr. Elle): The subcommittee reviews changes to the surveying laws and assists staff with updating the Surveying FAQ web page. Mr. Howe and Mr. Elle are working with Mr. Szatkowski to keep the FAQ’s current. 
e.
MOE (Master’s or Equivalent) for Engineers Subcommittee (Mr. Wagner and Dr. Murgel): The subcommittee will form a task force of interested and affected professional and technical societies to review potential legislation focused on MOE for engineers.  Mr. Wagner and Dr. Murgel to pursue the issue and see if a coalition of stakeholders (all disciplines and societies) can be developed.  Mr. Wagner has a list of professional organizations that are stakeholders.  Mr. Curtis conducted a survey of NCEES Member Board Administrators regarding discipline versus generic licensing and whether there were variable requirements for licensure in different disciplines.  Mr. Wagner will coordinate a meeting with the stakeholders.  A contact list has been created and the subcommittee will set up a meeting with the stakeholders.  The Board discussed this matter with the Deans and invited the Deans or other university representatives to participate in the subcommittee discussions.   A meeting has been scheduled at the Board office on February 19, 2014.
f.
Project Manager (Mr. Bennion): Mr. Haener submitted questions relating to the position of Project Manager.  Attorney Kane to work with Mr. Szatkowski, Mr. Bennion and Mr. Haener to go over this information. A change to the definition of engineering in 54-1202 has been drafted.  ACEC will pursue legislation to include “coordination of engineering design, etc” in lieu of including “project management”. Mr. Bennion met with ACEC and they met with AGC and was told that they would support the legislation.  
g.
Legislative Idea for Surveying (Mr. Howe and Mr. Elle): Work with ISPLS on changes to the statute regarding the Board’s ruling that “any” means “all” with regard to corner records that must be identified. Subcommittee will work with ISPLS to bring law change back to board in September, if needed.  This legislative idea has been tabled until next year.
3.
The House Subcommittee has requested that the Board allow an additional year before the new surveying Education standard would take effect.  
4.
Discuss the Board composition.  Mr. Simila has written up talking points expressing the need for 2 land surveyors on the Board and increasing the size to 7 members. Staff was directed to contact ISPE, ISPLS and ACEC-Idaho to discuss this matter. Comments have been received from ISPS. Staff has drafted legislation to incorporate a change in Board composition.
5.
Mike Kane has provided an opinion on the use of social security numbers as requested. 

6.
At the last meeting, the Board directed Attorney Kane to contact Coeur D Com about their use of the term engineering.  A response has been received from Coeur D Com.

7.
Mr. Simila drafted a proposed rule change that expands the use of credentials evaluations to include all non-EAC/ABET accredited engineering programs.  At the November meeting the Board approved the language for exam applicants and asked that similar language be drafted for comity applicants.  Mr. Simila has also drafted a change to remove the Board Quorum requirement from the rules.
8.
At the November meeting the Board directed staff to revise 54-1234 as needed. 

IV. 
NEW BUSINESS

1.
Reports by Board Members and Staff of activities since the November Board meeting.

2.
Staff will provide an update on the Board’s financial status as of December 31, 2013. 
3.
Staff prepared an Expense Reimbursement Summary for the Executive Director for November 2013 through December 2013 for the Board’s review.
4.
An applicant was recently denied assignment to the FS exam because the application did not contain evidence of completion of the prescriptive course requirements listed in IDAPA 10.01.01.017.02.  The applicant has enrolled in the surveying curriculum at the University of Wyoming and would like to know if that would be considered a “student in the last 2 semesters” for assignment to the exam.

5.
Chris Renaldo would like the Board’s opinion on whether or not the new rule regarding conflict of interest preclude engineers and surveyors, who occasionally do work for the County, from holding a volunteer position on the County Planning Commission?
6.
The Board of Architectural Examiners would like to know if the Board has any formal comments on their proposed law changes.

7.
Applicant for comity licensure with multiple failures of PE exam requests waiver of additional schooling.
8.
The Board will discuss the intent of the changes to 54-1202.

9.
Changes were made to 50-1310 but similar wording was not revised in 50-1304 and 55-1905.  The Board may want to draft legislation to correct the oversight.

10.
Mr. Simila would like the Board’s authorization to attend the ISPLS conference March 4-7, 2014 in Pocatello.
11.
A license holder is requesting that late fees be waived on his renewal for extenuating circumstances.

12.
Mr. Simila has prepared a report of Statute Changes before the Legislature in 2015 including modifying the definition of surveying.  He has included a communications plan.

V.
CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS

VI.
CONSideration of disciplinary matters
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