


	67�2301.  Exemption from payment of fees. No fees or compensation of any kind (except the regular salary or compensation paid by the state to the officer, agent, or employee individually for his services) shall be charged or received by any state board, officer, agent or employee for duties performed or services rendered to or for the state or to or for any state board, officer, agent, or employee in the performance of his or their official duties, or to or for the state or any state board, officer, agent and employee in any action or proceeding in which they or any of them are parties. No filing or recording fee shall be charged or received for duties performed or services rendered to or for the state or to or for any state board, officer, agent, employee or any subdivision of the state, to include a county, municipal corporation or district created pursuant to statute, or an officer of such subdivision in the performance of his or their official duties.








	[(67�2301) 1921, ch. 63, sec. 1, p. 121; I.C.A., sec. 65�2201; am. 1987, ch. 14, sec. 1, p. 19; am. 1998, ch. 145, sec. 1, p. 516.] 





	67�2302.  Prompt payment for goods and services. (1) It is the policy of this state that all bills owed by the state of Idaho or any taxing district within the state shall be paid promptly.  No state agency or taxing district supported in whole or in part by tax revenues shall be exempt from the provisions of this section, except as provided in subsection (20).


	(2)  All bills shall be accepted, certified for payment, and paid within sixty (60) calendar days of receipt of billing, unless the buyer and the vendor have agreed by a contract in place at the time the order was placed that a longer period of time is acceptable to the vendor. An invoice is a written account or itemized statement of merchandise shipped, sent or delivered to the purchaser with quantity, value or price, and charges set forth, and is a demand for payment of the charges set forth.


	(3)  Unless specifically provided by the terms of a contract that details payment requirements, including penalties for late payments, interest penalties shall be due automatically when bills become overdue. It shall be up to each vendor to calculate and invoice interest at the time payment is due on the principal.


	(4)  Partial payment shall be made on partial deliveries, if an invoice is submitted for a partial delivery, and the goods delivered are a usable unit. Each complete item or service must be paid for within forty�five (45) calendar days.


	(5)  All proper deliveries and completed services shall be received or accepted promptly and proper receiving and acceptance reports shall be forwarded to payment offices within five (5) working days of delivery of goods or completion of service.


	(6)  Payment shall be due on the date on which the agency officially receives the invoice or actually receives the goods or services, whichever is later.


	(7)  The rate of interest to be paid by the state or any taxing district shall be the rate provided in section 63�3045, Idaho Code.


	(8)  Unpaid interest penalties owed to a vendor shall compound each month.


	(9)  The provisions of this section shall apply to all purchases, leases, rentals, contracts for services, construction, repairs and remodeling.


	(10)  No discount offered by a vendor shall be taken by the state or a taxing district or by a project manager administering a state or taxing district supported project, unless full payment is made within the discount period. In the event a discount is taken later, interest shall accrue on the unpaid balance from the day the discount offer expired.


	(11)  Interest shall be paid from funds already appropriated or budgeted to the offending agency or taxing district or project for that fiscal year. If more than one (1) department, institution or agency has caused a late payment, each shall bear a proportionate share of the interest penalty.


	(12)  In instances where an invoice is filled out incorrectly, or where there is any defect or impropriety in an invoice submitted, the state agency, taxing district, or project, shall contact the vendor in writing within ten (10) days of receiving the invoice.  An error on the vendor's invoice, if corrected by the vendor within five (5) working days of being contacted by the agency or taxing district, shall not result in the vendor being paid late.


	(13)  Checks or warrants shall be mailed or transmitted within a reasonable time after approval.


	(14)  No new appropriation or budget is authorized under the provisions of this section to cover interest penalties. No state agency, taxing district, or project shall seek to increase appropriations or budgets for the purpose of obtaining funds to pay interest penalties.


	(15)  Payment of interest penalties may be postponed when payment on the principal is delayed because of a disagreement between the state or taxing district and the vendor. At the resolution of any dispute, vendors shall be entitled to receive interest on all proper invoices not paid for as provided in subsection (2) of this section.


	(16)  The provisions of this section shall in no way be construed to prohibit the state or any taxing district from making advanced payments, progress payments, or from prepaying where circumstances make such payments appropriate. All such payments shall be made promptly and are subject to interest penalties when payment is late. Where construction, repair and remodeling payments are subject to retainage, interest penalties shall accrue on retained amounts beginning thirty (30) calendar days after work is completed by the contractor(s) unless otherwise provided by contract.


	(17)  Each state department, institution and agency head shall be responsible for prompt payments. In all instances where an interest payment has been made by a state agency because of a late payment, the responsible state agency head shall submit to the joint senate finance�house appropriations committee of the legislature at the time of that agency's budget request hearing an explanation of why the bill is paid late and what is being done to solve the late payment problem.


	(18)  Whenever a vendor brings formal administrative action or judicial action to collect interest due under this section, should the vendor prevail, the state or taxing district is required to pay any reasonable attorney fees awarded.


	(19)  Where the date of payment to vendors is contingent on the receipt of federal funds or federal approval, the solicitation of bids for contracts and any contracts awarded shall clearly state that payment is contingent on such conditions.


	(20)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to claims against a county for services rendered to any medically indigent, sick or otherwise indigent person, nor to judgment obligations.








	[67�2302, added 1986, ch. 200, sec. 1, p. 499.] 





	67�2308.  Conveyance of land owned by county to state when state buildings located thereon �� Effect of deed. Whenever a county owns any real property upon which is located any building or buildings owned by the state of Idaho, the board of county commissioners, if they shall deem it desirable and for the general welfare and benefit of the people of the county and in the interests of the county, may convey such real property to the state of Idaho without previous notice by advertisement or otherwise and with or without compensation, whether it shall have been acquired by tax deed or otherwise. The execution and delivery of the deed so conveying such property to the state shall operate to discharge and cancel any and all previous levies, liens, taxes and special assessments made or created for the benefit of the state, county, school district or other taxing unit and to cancel all titles or claims of title including claims of redemption to such real property asserted or existing at the time of such conveyance.








	[67�2308, added 1945, ch. 137, sec. 1, p. 206.] 





	67�2309.  Written plans and specifications for work to be made by officials �� Availability. All officers of the state of Idaho, the separate counties, cities, towns, villages or school districts within the state of Idaho, all boards or trustees thereof or other persons required by the statutes of the state of Idaho to advertise for bids on contracts for the construction, repair or improvement of public works, public buildings, public places or other work, shall make written plans and specifications of such work to be performed or materials furnished, and such plans and specifications shall be available for all interested and prospective bidders therefor, providing that such bidders may be required to make a reasonable deposit upon obtaining a copy of such plans and specifications; all plans and specifications for said contracts or materials shall state, among other things pertinent to the work to be performed or materials furnished, the number, size, kind and quality of materials and service required for such contract, and such plans and specifications shall not specify or provide the use of any articles of a specific brand or mark, or any patented apparatus or appliances when other materials are available for such purpose and when such requirements would prevent competitive bidding on the part of dealers or contractors in other articles or materials of equivalent value, utility or merit.  The design�build method of construction may be employed by public officials in contracts for the construction, repair, or improvement of public works, public buildings, public places or other work.  For purposes of this section, a design�build contract is a contract between a public entity and a nongovernmental party in which the nongovernmental party contracting with the public entity agrees to both design and build a structure, roadway or other item specified in the contract. In any action which shall arise under this section, the court may assess a civil penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500) to be paid by the public entity.








	[67�2309, added 1951, ch. 287, sec. 1, p. 617; am. 1986, ch. 293, sec. 1, p. 738; am. 1987, ch. 283, sec. 2, p. 595.] 





	67�2310.  Subcontractors to be listed on bid of general contractor �� Exceptions. (1) Hereafter, before the state of Idaho, the separate counties, cities, towns, villages or school districts within the state of Idaho shall let contracts for the construction, alteration or repair of any and all buildings, improvements or public works, and such construction, alteration or repair requires plumbing, HVAC work, or electrical work, the general contractor shall be required to include in his bid the name, or names and address, or addresses, of the subcontractors who shall, in the event the contractor secures the contract, subcontract the plumbing, HVAC work, and electrical work under the general contract. In the event that the general contractor intends to self�perform the plumbing, HVAC or electrical work, the general contractor must be properly licensed by the state of Idaho to perform such work. The general contractor shall demonstrate compliance with this requirement by listing the valid contractor's license number for the plumbing, HVAC or electrical work to be self�performed by the general contractor on the bid form.


	(2)  No general contractor shall name any subcontractor in his bid unless the general contractor has received communication from the subcontractor. For the purposes of this section, "communication" shall include telephone, mail, facsimile machine, in person, or by computer using the internet or a bid service.


	(3)  In the event a general contractor secures the contract, and if the general contractor and a named subcontractor cannot finalize the terms of agreement between them for any reason other than cost, the general contractor shall name another subcontractor by written notification within ten (10) days of being awarded the public works contract. The general contractor shall disclose to the public entity the cost for work to be performed by the substitute subcontractor. If the amount of the substitute subcontractor's bid is less than the original subcontractor's bid, the reduction in cost shall be passed through to the benefit of the public entity which awarded the contract.


	(4)  This act shall not apply to the construction, alteration or repair of public buildings under the jurisdiction of the board of regents of the University of Idaho.


	(5)  This act shall have no application to the preparation and submission of plans and specifications pursuant to statute or local ordinance.


	(6)  Failure to name subcontractors or list the valid contractor's license number for plumbing, HVAC or electrical work being self�performed by the general contractor as required by subsection (1) of this section shall render any bid submitted by a general contractor unresponsive and void.


	(7)  At the time subcontractors are named in accordance with the provisions of this section, they must possess the appropriate licenses or certificates of competency issued by the state of Idaho covering the contractor work classification in which each respective subcontractor is named.








	[67�2310, as added by 1953, ch. 124, sec. 1, p. 195; am. 1963, ch. 16, sec. 1, p. 150; am. 1999, ch. 167, sec. 1, p. 455; am. 2007, ch. 127, sec. 3, p. 384.] 





	67�2311.  Purpose of act. It is the purpose of this act to render all public buildings now or hereafter owned or maintained by the state of Idaho, or any official, department, board, commission or agency thereof reasonably free from hazards to the general public, to the state's employees, and to inmates in or attendants at such buildings.








	[67�2311, added 1959, ch. 127, sec. 1, p. 272.] 





	67�2312.  Public buildings subject to safety inspection. In addition to the powers and duties with respect to matters of industrial safety now or hereafter vested in the industrial commission and the division of building safety, the commission and the division of building safety are each vested with the right of entry and inspection of all public buildings now or hereafter owned or maintained by the state or any official, department, board, commission or agency thereof, for the purpose of ascertaining unsafe or hazardous conditions therein, or in the immediate environs thereof, not only to the state's employees but to inmates therein, attendants thereat, and to the general public.








	[67�2312, added 1959, ch. 127, sec. 2, p. 272; am. 1974, ch. 39, sec. 90, p. 1023; am. 1996, ch. 421, sec. 67, p. 1443.] 





	67�2313.  Inspections. At least once in each calendar year and at any time he deems necessary or desirable, and particularly when so directed by the governor, the administrator of the division of building safety shall inspect, or through designated representatives cause to be inspected, all state public buildings. Any such inspection shall include an appraisal of any and all unsafe or hazardous conditions, including industrial hazards, fire hazards, and hazards to the public particularly to inmates or patients, and attendants at such public buildings and adjoining public grounds.








	[67�2313, added 1959, ch. 127, sec. 3, p. 272; am. 1974, ch. 39, sec. 91, p. 1023; am. 1981, ch. 274, sec. 1, p. 578; am. 1996, ch. 421, sec. 68, p. 1444.] 





	67�2314.  Report of inspection. As soon as practicable after each such inspection, the administrator of the division of building safety shall make a report in writing of the results disclosed thereby to the official, department, board, commission or agency having custody or direct control of any building so inspected. If the administrator finds hazardous conditions or unsafe practices, he shall supplement his report with recommendations for their elimination or correction.








	[67�2314, added 1959, ch. 127, sec. 4, p. 272; am. 1974, ch. 39, sec. 92, p. 1023; am. 1996, ch. 421, sec. 69, p. 1444.] 





	67�2316.  Duty of agency in control of buildings. The official or agency in direct control of any state public building, within twenty (20) days after receipt of such report and recommendations of the administrator of the division of building safety, shall in writing notify the division of compliance with such recommendations or correction otherwise of such hazards, or of his or its reason for failing so to do.








	[67�2316, added 1959, ch. 127, sec. 6, p. 272; am. 1974, ch. 39, sec. 94, p. 1023; am. 1996, ch. 421, sec. 71, p. 1444.] 





	67�2317.  Hearing and decision of disputed issues. Upon the failure or refusal of the official or agency in charge of any state public building to comply with the recommendations of the administrator of the division of building safety, the administrator shall apply to the industrial commission to hold a hearing, pursuant to the procedural provisions of section 72�722, Idaho Code, so far as the same may be applicable.


	The industrial commission is empowered to conduct such hearing and render a decision as in cases of disputes in matters involving industrial safety. The commission shall transmit a copy of its decision to the official or agency in direct control of the public building, to the division of building safety, and to the governor.








	[67�2317, added 1957, ch. 127, sec. 7, p. 272; am. 1974, ch. 39, sec. 95, p. 1023; am. 1996, ch. 421, sec. 72, p. 1445.] 





	67�2318.  Emergency expenditures. Whenever the governor shall direct an investigation under the provisions of this act and it appears to him that the division of building safety is in emergency need of the consultant services of a specialist in fire prevention methods or in corrective structural procedures, he is authorized in his discretion to pay from the appropriation herein made or from any other emergency or disaster relief fund available to him, the expense of such consultant services.


	If it appears to the satisfaction of the governor that the official or agency in direct control of a public building is unable to comply with any recommendation of the division of building safety because of lack of appropriated funds, the governor may order payment in whole or in part of expenses involved in the elimination or amelioration of hazards from the money herein appropriated or from any appropriation made available to him for emergency or disaster relief.








	[67�2318, added 1959, ch. 127, sec. 8, p. 272; am. 1974, ch. 39, sec. 96, p. 1023; am. 1996, ch. 421, sec. 73, p. 1445.] 





	67�2319.  Purchasing products of rehabilitation facilities. Products which are manufactured by and services which are provided for nonprofit corporations and public agencies operating rehabilitation facilities serving the handicapped and disadvantaged and offered for sale at the fair market price as determined by the administrator of the division of purchasing which meet the specific requirement for such products may be procured by the state agencies or departments or any political subdivision of the state from such nonprofit corporations or public agencies without advertising or calling for bids.








	[67�2319, added I.C., sec. 67�2319, as added by 1973, ch. 291, sec. 2, p. 614.] 





	67�2320.  Professional service contracts with design professionals, construction managers and professional land surveyors. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, it shall be the policy of this state that all public agencies and political subdivisions of the state of Idaho and their agents shall make selections for professional engineering, architectural, landscape architecture, construction management and professional land surveying services, including services by persons licensed pursuant to chapters 3, 12, 30 and 45, title 54, Idaho Code, on the basis of qualifications and demonstrated competence and shall negotiate contracts or agreements for such services on the basis of demonstrated competence and qualifications for the type of services required at fair and reasonable prices.


	(2)  In carrying out this policy, public agencies and political subdivisions of the state shall use the following minimum guidelines in securing contracts for engineering, architectural, landscape architecture, construction management and land surveying services on projects for which the professional service fee is anticipated to exceed the total sum of twenty�five thousand dollars ($25,000), excluding professional services contracts previously awarded for an associated or phased project, and the expenditure is otherwise exempt from the bidding process provided by law:


(a)  Encourage persons or firms engaged in the services being solicited to submit statements of qualifications and performance data;


(b)  Establish and make available to the public the criteria and procedures used for the selection of qualified persons or firms to perform such services;


(c)  Select the persons or firms whom the public agency or political subdivision determines to be best qualified to provide the required services, ranked in order of preference, pursuant to the public agency or political subdivision's established criteria and procedures;


(d)  Negotiate with the highest ranked person or firm for a contract or agreement to perform such services at a price determined by the public agency or political subdivision to be reasonable and fair to the public after considering the estimated value, the scope, the complexity and the nature of the services;


(e)  When unable to negotiate a satisfactory contract or agreement, formally terminate negotiations and undertake negotiations with the next highest ranked person or firm, following the procedure prescribed in subsection (2)(d) of this section;


(f)  When unable to negotiate a satisfactory contract or agreement with any of the selected persons or firms, continue with the selection and negotiation process provided in this section until a contract or agreement is reached;


(g)  When public agencies or political subdivisions solicit proposals for engineering, architectural, landscape architecture, construction management or land surveying services for which the professional service fee is anticipated to exceed the total sum of twenty�five thousand dollars ($25,000), they shall publish public notice in the same manner as required for bidding of public works construction projects.


(h)  In fulfilling the requirements of subsections (2)(a) through (2)(g) of this section, a public agency or political subdivision may limit its selection from a list of three (3) persons or firms selected and preapproved for consideration by the public agency or political subdivision. In establishing a preapproved list a public agency or political subdivision shall publish notice as set forth in subsection (2)(g) of this section. When selecting from such list, no notice shall be required.


(i)  In fulfilling the requirements of subsections (2)(a) through (2)(g) of this section, a public agency or political subdivision may request information concerning a person's or firm's rates, overhead and multipliers, if any, however such information shall not be used by the public agency or political subdivision for the purpose of ranking in order of preference as required in subsection (2)(c) of this section.


	(3)  In securing contracts for engineering, architectural, landscape architecture, construction management or land surveying services on projects for which the professional service fee is anticipated to be less than the total sum of twenty�five thousand dollars ($25,000), the public agency or political subdivision may use the guidelines set forth in paragraphs (a) through (g) of subsection (2) of this section or establish its own guidelines for selection based on demonstrated competence and qualifications to perform the type of services required, followed by negotiation of the fee at a price determined by the public agency or political subdivision to be fair and reasonable after considering the estimated value, the scope, the complexity and the nature of services.


	(4)  When a public agency or political subdivision of the state has previously awarded a professional services contract to a person or firm for an associated or phased project the public agency or political subdivision may, at its discretion, negotiate an extended or new professional services contract with that person or firm.


(5)  (a) For the purposes of this section, "public agency" shall mean the state of Idaho and any departments, commissions, boards, authorities, bureaus, universities, colleges, educational institutions or other state agencies which have been created by or pursuant to statute other than courts and their agencies and divisions, and the judicial council and the district magistrate's commission;


(b)  For the purposes of this section, "political subdivision" shall mean a county, city, airport, airport district, school district, health district, road district, cemetery district, community college district, hospital district, irrigation district, sewer district, fire protection district, or any other district or municipality of any nature whatsoever having the power to levy taxes or assessment, organized under any general or special law of this state. The enumeration of certain districts herein shall not be construed to exclude other districts or municipalities from this definition.








	[67�2320, added 1984, ch. 188, sec. 1, p. 438; am. 1998, ch. 410, sec. 4, p. 1273.] 





	67�2321.  Change of name of taxing district �� Hearing �� Election �� Exceptions. (1) Whenever the governing body of a taxing district, by a majority vote of its members, adopts a proposal to change the name of the district, it shall be the duty of such body to conduct at least one (1) public hearing on the proposal and to give notice of the hearing. At least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing, notice of the time and place and a copy of the proposal of the name change shall be published in the official newspaper or paper of general circulation within the jurisdiction. The governing body may also make available a notice to other papers, radio and television stations serving the jurisdiction for use as a public service announcement.


	(2)  At the hearing, if it shall satisfactorily appear to the governing body that no good cause exists to deny the proposal for change of name, the governing body may adopt a resolution effecting the name change in the same form as was presented in the proposal on which the hearing was conducted. Such resolution shall also specify the date of organization of the district and its present name.


	If a petition signed by ten percent (10%) of the qualified electors of the taxing district is presented in opposition to the proposed name change, the governing body of the taxing district shall submit the question to the electors of the district in accordance with the provisions of chapter 14, title 34, Idaho Code. If a majority of votes cast on the question of changing the name of the district are in favor of the name change, the governing body of the taxing district shall adopt a resolution effecting that change, specifying the date of organization of the district and its present name.


	(3)  No resolution for change of the name of a taxing district shall be effective until a certified copy of the resolution has been filed with the state tax commission and with the county recorder of each county in which the jurisdiction is situated.


	(4)  Any change of name under the provisions of this section shall not affect any of the rights, property or obligations of said taxing district.


	(5)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to any city, county or school district, nor to any taxing district for which provision for change of name is otherwise provided by law. 








	[67�2321 added 1996, ch. 98, sec. 18, p. 400.] 





	67�2322.  Transfer of property by local unit of government to other government body authorized. In addition to any other general or special powers vested in counties, school districts, community college districts, highway districts, fire districts, irrigation districts, drainage districts, sewer districts, hospital districts, health districts, cemetery maintenance districts and airports for the performance of their respective functions, powers or duties on an individual, cooperative, joint or contract basis, said units of the government or districts shall have the power to convey or transfer real or personal property to another such unit or to the United States, state of Idaho, any city or village with or without consideration. Such conveyance or transfer may be made without consideration or payment when it is in the best interest of the public in the judgment of the governing body of the granting unit.








	[67�2322, added 1967, ch. 142, sec. 1, p. 325; am. 1982, ch. 132, sec. 2, p. 380; am. 2002, ch. 49, sec. 4, p. 112.] 





	67�2323.  Written agreement before transfer �� Publication of notice. Prior to any such conveyance or transfer, a written agreement shall be made between units of government or districts for a conveyance or transfer of real or personal property from one to the other with or without consideration.


	Notice of the general terms of the agreement shall be published for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper printed or of general circulation in the county or counties in which such respective units are located and having general circulation within such county or counties. Said notice shall give time and place of the next regular or special meeting of each respective unit at which time the governing board of such units propose to ratify such an agreement.








	[67�2323, added 1967, ch. 142, sec. 2, p. 325.] 





	67�2324.  Two�thirds vote required for approval. No agreement entered into pursuant to this act for conveyance, transfer or exchange of real or personal property between units of government or districts shall be valid unless said agreement shall be approved after notice as provided herein by a two�thirds (2/3) vote of each governing body, except no such approval shall be required from the United States or the state of Idaho.








	[67�2324, added 1967, ch. 142, sec. 3, p. 325.] 





	67�2325.  Power to convey under other laws not limited. The provisions of this act shall not restrict or limit the powers of cities and villages to convey or exchange real property as provided by section 50�1001 [50�1401 et seq, Idaho Code,] and related laws.








	[67�2325, added 1967, ch. 142, sec. 4, p. 325.] 





	67�2326.  Joint action by public agencies �� Purpose. It is the purpose of this act to permit the state and public agencies to make the most efficient use of their powers by enabling them to cooperate to their mutual advantage and thereby provide services and facilities and perform functions in a manner that will best accord with geographic, economic, population, and other factors influencing the needs and development of the respective entities.








	[67�2326, added 1970, ch. 38, sec. 1, p. 82.] 





	67�2327.  Definitions. "Public agency" means any city or political subdivision of this state, including, but not limited to counties; school districts; highway districts; and port authorities; instrumentalities of counties, cities or any political subdivision created under the laws of the state of Idaho; any agency of the state government; and any city or political subdivision of another state.


	"State" means a state of the United States and the District of Columbia.








	[67�2327, added 1970, ch. 38, sec. 2, p. 82; am. 1981, ch. 231, sec. 1, p. 469; am. 1984, ch. 72, sec. 2, p. 134.] 





	67�2328.  Joint exercise of powers. (a) Any power, privilege or authority, authorized by the Idaho Constitution, statute or charter, held by the state of Idaho or a public agency of said state, may be exercised and enjoyed jointly with the state of Idaho or any other public agency of this state having the same powers, privilege or authority; but never beyond the limitation of such powers, privileges or authority; and the state or public agency of the state, may exercise such powers, privileges and authority jointly with the United States, any other state, or public agency of any of them, to the extent that the laws of the United States or sister state, grant similar powers, privileges or authority, to the United States and its public agencies, or to the sister state and its public agencies; and provided the laws of the United States or a sister state allow such exercise of joint power, privilege or authority. The state or any public agency thereof when acting jointly with another public agency of this state may exercise and enjoy the power, privilege and authority conferred by this act; but nothing in this act shall be construed to extend the jurisdiction, power, privilege or authority of the state or public agency thereof, beyond the power, privilege or authority said state or public agency might have if acting alone.


	(b)  Any state or public agency may enter into agreements with one another for joint or cooperative action which includes, but is not limited to, joint use, ownership and/or operation agreements pursuant to the provisions of this act. Appropriate action by ordinance, resolution, or otherwise pursuant to law of the governing bodies of these participating public agencies shall be necessary before any such agreement may enter into force.


	(c)  Any such agreement shall specify the following:


(1)  Its duration.


(2)  The precise organization, composition and nature of any separate legal or administrative entity created thereby together with the powers delegated thereto, provided such entity may be legally created.


(3)  Its purpose or purposes.


(4)  The manner of financing the joint or cooperative undertaking and of establishing and maintaining a budget therefor.


(5)  The permissible method or methods to be employed in accomplishing the partial or complete termination of the agreement and for disposing of property upon such partial or complete termination.


(6)  Any other necessary and proper matters.


	(d)  In the event that the agreement does not establish a separate legal entity to conduct the joint or cooperative undertaking, the agreement shall, in addition to items (1), (3), (4), (5), and (6) of subsection (c) of this section, contain the following:


(1)  Provision for an administrator or a joint board responsible for administering the joint or cooperative undertaking. In the case of a joint board, public agencies party to the agreement shall be represented.


(2)  The manner of acquiring, holding, and disposing of real and personal property used in the joint or cooperative undertaking.


(3)  No agreement made pursuant to this act shall relieve any public agency of any obligation or responsibility imposed upon it by law except that to the extent of actual and timely performance thereof by a joint board or other legal or administrative entity created by an agreement made hereunder, said performances may be offered in satisfaction of the obligation or responsibility.








	[67�2328, added 1970, ch. 38, sec. 3, p. 82; am. 1981. ch. 231, sec. 2, p. 469; am. 1984, ch. 72, sec. 3, p. 134; am. 1992, ch. 114, sec. 2, p. 343.] 





	67�2329.  Agreement filed with secretary of state �� Constitutionality �� Enforceable in courts �� Reciprocity. Prior to its becoming binding, any agreement made pursuant to this act between two (2) or more states or between two (2) or more public agencies of two (2) or more states shall be filed with the secretary of state, who shall require an opinion of the attorney general that such agreement does not violate the provisions of the Constitution of the United States, or the Idaho Constitution and statutes. Such opinion shall be rendered within thirty (30) days from the date of request by the secretary of state and submitted to the secretary and interested parties. Failure to render such opinion within such time shall be considered as approval by the attorney general. Upon receiving an opinion that the agreement is constitutional the secretary shall notify the agreeing parties and the agreement shall be in full force and effect from the date of such notice, provided, that such agreement shall not be enforced by the courts of this state unless the state of Idaho or public agency thereof is provided due process for enforcement in the courts of the United States or a sister state. In the event of action on any such agreement, any state or public agency joined in such action not a real party in interest, may seek damages incurred by it because of such joinder against any proper party to the action.








	[67�2329, added 1970, ch. 38, sec. 4, p. 82.] 





	67�2330.  Approval of appropriate state officer or agency. In the event that an agreement made pursuant to this act shall deal in whole or in part with the provision of services or facilities with regard to which an officer or agency of the state government has constitutional or statutory powers of control, the agreement shall, as a condition precedent to its entry into force be submitted to the state officer or agency having such power of control and shall be approved or disapproved by him or it as to all matters within his or its jurisdiction. Failure to disapprove an agreement submitted hereunder within thirty (30) days of its submission shall constitute approval thereof.








	[67�2330, added 1970, ch. 38, sec. 5, p. 82.] 





	67�2331.  Funds �� Property �� Personnel �� Services. Any public agency entering into an agreement pursuant to this act may appropriate funds and may sell, lease, give, or otherwise supply public property to the administrative joint board or other legal or administrative entity created to operate the joint or cooperative undertaking by providing such personnel or services therefor as may be within its legal power to furnish.








	[67�2331, added 1970, ch. 38, sec. 6, p. 82.] 





	67�2332.  Interagency contracts. Any one or more public agencies may contract with any one or more other public agencies to perform any governmental service, activity, or undertaking which each public agency entering into the contract is authorized by law to perform, including, but not limited to joint contracting for services, supplies and capital equipment, provided that such contract shall be authorized by the governing body of each party to the contract. Such contract shall set forth fully the purposes, powers, rights, objectives and responsibilities of the contracting parties.





	[67�2332, added 1970, ch. 38, sec. 7, p. 82.] 





	67�2333.  Powers of agencies not increased or diminished. Nothing in this act shall be interpreted to grant to any state or public agency thereof the power to increase or diminish the political or governmental power of the United States, the state of Idaho, a sister state, nor any public agency of any of them.








	[67�2333, added 1970, ch. 38, sec. 8, p. 82.] 





	67�2334.  "Volunteer" defined. For the purposes of this act, "volunteer" means any person who contributes his services in a program or service conducted or sponsored by any agency, department or unit of state government for which he receives no financial remuneration, except for reasonable and necessary expenses actually incurred in the course of his participation in the program.








	[67�2334, added 1972, ch. 194, sec. 1, p. 482.] 





	67�2335.  Acceptance of volunteers �� Expenses. No law of this state prohibits any agency, department or unit of state government from accepting volunteers for any program which it conducts or sponsors. The agency, department or unit of state government sponsoring the program or service may reimburse volunteers for reasonable and necessary expenses actually incurred in the course of their participation in those programs.








	[67�2335, added 1972, ch. 194, sec. 2, p. 482.] 





	67�2336.  Qualifications of volunteers. Civil service law and requirements shall not apply to volunteers in any program conducted or sponsored by any agency, department or unit of state government. Requirements for volunteers are limited to requirements set by federal statute and to any requirements set by the agency, department or unit of state government sponsoring the program or service.








	[63�2336, added 1972, ch. 194, sec. 3, p. 482.] 





	67�2337.  Extraterritorial authority of peace officers. (1) As used in this section, "peace officer" shall mean a certified full�time paid employee of a police or law enforcement agency whose duties include and primarily consist of the prevention, investigation and detection of crime, and the enforcement of penal, traffic, or highway laws of this state or any political subdivision.


	(2)  All authority that applies to peace officers when performing their assigned functions and duties within the territorial limits of the respective city or political subdivisions, where they are employed, shall apply to them outside such territorial limits to the same degree and extent only when any one (1) of the following conditions exist:


(a)  A request for law enforcement assistance is made by a law enforcement agency of said jurisdiction.


(b)  The peace officer possesses probable cause to believe a crime is occurring involving a felony or an immediate threat of serious bodily injury or death to any person.


(c)  When a peace officer is in fresh pursuit as defined in and pursuant to chapter 7, title 19, Idaho Code.


	(3)  Subsection (2) of this section shall not imply that peace officers may routinely perform their law enforcement duties outside their jurisdiction in the course and scope of their employment.


	(4)  Cities or political subdivisions may enter into mutual assistance compacts with other cities or political subdivisions of this state or of states immediately adjacent. In the case of a mutual assistance compact between cities or political subdivisions, the original, employing agency shall be responsible for any liability arising from the acts of its employees participating in such compact. Any mutual assistance compact between a city or political subdivision of this state with a city or political subdivision of any other state shall include a written statement of assumption of liability consistent with the requirements of this section.


	(5)  Circumstances surrounding any actual exercise of peace officer authority outside the territorial limits of the city, county, or political subdivision of their employment shall be reported, as soon as safety conditions allow, to the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction where the authority granted herein is exercised and the officer shall relinquish authority and control over any event to the authority having jurisdiction.


	(6)  The state of Idaho and its agencies or departments shall not be liable for the acts of police officers, other than its own employees, commissioned by the director of the Idaho state police, for acts done under a mutual assistance compact created under this section.








	[67�2337, added 1995, ch. 269, sec. 2, p. 867; am. 1996, ch. 363, sec. 1, p. 1220; am. 2000, ch. 469, sec. 134, p. 1594.] 





	67�2338.  Extraterritorial benefits of public officers. All of the privileges and immunities from liability, exemptions from laws, ordinances and rules, all pension, relief, disability, workmen's compensation insurance, and other benefits which apply to the activity of officers, agents, or employees of any city or political subdivision when performing their respective functions within the territorial limits of their respective cities or political subdivisions, shall apply to them to the same degree and extent while engaged in the performance of any of their functions and duties extraterritorially.








	[67�2338, added I.C., sec. 67�2338, as added by 1973, ch. 66, sec. 2, p. 111.] 





	67�2339.  Mutual aid by state agencies. State agencies may provide mutual aid, including personnel, equipment, detention facilities, including the state penitentiary and other available resources, to assist cities or political subdivisions in accordance with mutual aid agreements or at the direction of the governor.





	[67�2339, added I.C., sec. 67�2339, as added by 1973, ch. 66, sec. 3, p. 111.] 





	67�2340.  Formation of public policy at open meetings. The people of the state of Idaho in creating the instruments of government that serve them, do not yield their sovereignty to the agencies so created. Therefore, the legislature finds and declares that it is the policy of this state that the formation of public policy is public business and shall not be conducted in secret.








	[67�2340, added 1974, ch. 187, sec. 1, p. 1492.] 





	67�2341.  Open public meetings �� Definitions. As used in this act:


	(1)  "Decision" means any determination, action, vote or final disposition upon a motion, proposal, resolution, order, ordinance or measure on which a vote of a governing body is required, at any meeting at which a quorum is present, but shall not include those ministerial or administrative actions necessary to carry out a decision previously adopted in a meeting held in compliance with sections 67�2342 through 67�2346, Idaho Code.


	(2)  "Deliberation" means the receipt or exchange of information or opinion relating to a decision, but shall not include informal or impromptu discussions of a general nature which do not specifically relate to a matter then pending before the public agency for decision.


	(3)  "Executive session" means any meeting or part of a meeting of a governing body which is closed to any persons for deliberation on certain matters.


	(4)  "Public agency" means:


(a)  any state board, commission, department, authority, educational institution or other state agency which is created by or pursuant to statute, other than courts and their agencies and divisions, and the judicial council, and the district magistrates commission;


(b)  any regional board, commission, department or authority created by or pursuant to statute;


(c)  any county, city, school district, special district, or other municipal corporation or political subdivision of the state of Idaho;


(d)  any subagency of a public agency which is created by or pursuant to statute, ordinance, or other legislative act.


	(5)  "Governing body" means the members of any public agency which consists of two (2) or more members, with the authority to make decisions for or recommendations to a public agency regarding any matter.


	(6)  "Meeting" means the convening of a governing body of a public agency to make a decision or to deliberate toward a decision on any matter.


(a)  "regular meeting" means the convening of a governing body of a public agency on the date fixed by law or rule, to conduct the business of the agency.


(b)  "special meeting" is a convening of the governing body of a public agency pursuant to a special call for the conduct of business as specified in the call.








	[67�2341, added 1974, ch. 187, sec. 2, p. 1492; am. 1992, ch. 155, sec. 1, p. 507.] 





	67�2342.  Governing bodies �� Requirement for open public meetings. (1) Except as provided below, all meetings of a governing body of a public agency shall be open to the public and all persons shall be permitted to attend any meeting except as otherwise provided by this act. No decision at a meeting of a governing body of a public agency shall be made by secret ballot.


	(2)  Deliberations of the board of tax appeals created in chapter 38, title 63, Idaho Code, the public utilities commission and the industrial commission in a fully submitted adjudicatory proceeding in which hearings, if any are required, have been completed, and in which the legal rights, duties or privileges of a party are to be determined are not required by this act to take place in a meeting open to the public. Such deliberations may, however, be made and/or conducted in a public meeting at the discretion of the agency.


	(3)  Meetings of the Idaho life and health insurance guaranty association established under chapter 43, title 41, Idaho Code, the Idaho insurance guaranty association established under chapter 36, title 41, Idaho Code, and the surplus line association approved by the director of the Idaho department of insurance as authorized under chapter 12, title 41, Idaho Code, are not required by this act to take place in a meeting open to the public.


	(4)  A governing body shall not hold a meeting at any place where discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, age or national origin is practiced.


	(5)  All meetings may be conducted using telecommunications devices which enable all members of a governing body participating in the meeting to communicate with each other. Such devices may include, but are not limited to, telephone or video conferencing devices and similar communications equipment. Participation by a member of the governing body through telecommunications devices shall constitute presence in person by such member at the meeting; provided however, that at least one (1) member of the governing body, or the director of the public agency, or the chief administrative officer of the public agency shall be physically present at the location designated in the meeting notice, as required under section 67�2343, Idaho Code, to ensure that the public may attend such meeting in person. The communications among members of a governing body must be audible to the public attending the meeting in person and the members of the governing body.








	[67�2342, added 1974, ch. 187, sec. 3, p. 1492; am. 1977, ch. 173, sec. 1, p. 445; am. 1992, ch. 155, sec. 2, p. 507; am. 1998, ch. 305, sec. 1, p. 1006; am. 2002, ch. 290, sec. 1, p. 839; am. 2004, ch. 101, sec. 1, p. 357.] 





	67�2343.  Notice of meetings. (1) Regular meetings. No less than a five (5) calendar day meeting notice shall be given unless otherwise provided by statute. Provided however, that any public agency that holds meetings at regular intervals of at least once per calendar month scheduled in advance over the course of the year may satisfy this meeting notice by giving meeting notices at least once each year of its regular meeting schedule. A forty�eight (48) hour agenda notice shall be required in advance of each regular meeting, however, additional agenda items may be added after completion of the agenda up to and including the hour of the meeting, provided that a good faith effort is made to include in the notice all agenda items known at the time to be probable items of discussion. The notice requirement for meetings and agendas shall be satisfied by posting such notices and agendas in a prominent place at the principal office of the public agency, or if no such office exists, at the building where the meeting is to be held.


	(2)  Special meetings. No special meeting shall be held without at least a twenty�four (24) hour meeting and agenda notice, unless an emergency exists. An emergency is a situation involving injury or damage to persons or property, or immediate financial loss, or the likelihood of such injury, damage or loss, when the notice requirements of this section would make such notice impracticable, or increase the likelihood or severity of such injury, damage or loss, and the reason for the emergency is stated at the outset of the meeting. The notice required under this section shall include at a minimum the meeting date, time, place and name of the public agency calling for the meeting. The secretary or other designee of each public agency shall maintain a list of the news media requesting notification of meetings and shall make a good faith effort to provide advance notification to them of the time and place of each meeting.


	(3)  Executive sessions. If an executive session only will be held, a twenty�four (24) hour meeting and agenda notice shall be given according to the notice provisions stated in subsection (2) of this section and shall state the reason and the specific provision of law authorizing the executive session.








	[67�2343, added 1974, ch. 187, sec. 4, p. 1492; am. 1992, ch. 155, sec. 3, p. 508.] 





	67�2344.  Written minutes of meetings. (1) The governing body of a public agency shall provide for the taking of written minutes of all its meetings. Neither a full transcript nor a recording of the meeting is required, except as otherwise provided by law. All minutes shall be available to the public within a reasonable time after the meeting, and shall include at least the following information:


(a)  All members of the governing body present;


(b)  All motions, resolutions, orders, or ordinances proposed and their disposition;


(c)  The results of all votes, and upon the request of a member, the vote of each member, by name.


	(2)  Minutes of executive sessions shall be limited to a specific reference to the statutory subsection authorizing the executive session and sufficient detail to convey the general subject matter but shall not contain information sufficient to compromise the purpose of going into executive session.








	[67�2344, added 1974, ch. 187, sec. 5, p. 1492; am. 1977, ch. 173, sec. 2, p. 445; am. 2007, ch. 174, sec. 1, p. 517.] 





	67�2345.  Executive sessions �� When authorized. (1) Nothing contained in this act shall be construed to prevent, upon a two�thirds (2/3) vote recorded in the minutes of the meeting by individual vote, a governing body of a public agency from holding an executive session during any meeting, after the presiding officer has identified the authorization by specific reference to one (1) or more of paragraphs (a) through (j) of this subsection for the holding of such executive session. An executive session may be held:


(a)  To consider hiring a public officer, employee, staff member or individual agent. This paragraph does not apply to filling a vacancy in an elective office;


(b)  To consider the evaluation, dismissal or disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual agent, or public school student;


(c)  To conduct deliberations concerning labor negotiations or to acquire an interest in real property which is not owned by a public agency;


(d)  To consider records that are exempt from disclosure as provided in chapter 3, title 9, Idaho Code;


(e)  To consider preliminary negotiations involving matters of trade or commerce in which the governing body is in competition with governing bodies in other states or nations;


(f)  To communicate with legal counsel for the public agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation, or controversies not yet being litigated but imminently likely to be litigated. The mere presence of legal counsel at an executive session does not satisfy this requirement;


(g)  By the commission of pardons and parole, as provided by law;


(h)  By the sexual offender classification board, as provided by chapter 83, title 18, Idaho Code;


(i)  By the custody review board of the Idaho department of juvenile corrections, as provided by law; or


(j)  To engage in communications with a representative of the public agency's risk manager or insurance provider to discuss the adjustment of a pending claim or prevention of a claim imminently likely to be filed. The mere presence of a representative of the public agency's risk manager or insurance provider at an executive session does not satisfy this requirement.


	(2)  Labor negotiations may be conducted in executive session if either side requests closed meetings. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 67�2343, Idaho Code, subsequent sessions of the negotiations may continue without further public notice.


	(3)  No executive session may be held for the purpose of taking any final action or making any final decision.








	[67�2345, added 1974, ch. 187, sec. 6, p. 1492; am. 1976, ch. 124, sec. 1, p. 473; am. 1977, ch. 173, sec. 3, p. 446; am. 1978, ch. 302, sec. 1, p.759; am. 1986, ch. 59, sec. 2, p. 168; am. 1990, ch. 213, sec. 92, p. 554; am. 1998, ch. 411, sec. 5, p. 1298; am. 2003, ch. 164, sec. 3, p. 466; am. 2007, ch. 174, sec. 2, p. 517.] 





	67�2346.  Open legislative meetings required. All meetings of any standing, special or select committee of either house of the legislature of the state of Idaho shall be open to the public at all times, except in extraordinary circumstances as provided specifically in the rules of procedure in either house, and any person may attend any meeting of a standing, special or select committee, but may participate in the committee only with the approval of the committee itself.








	[67�2346, added 1974, ch. 187, sec. 7, p. 1492; am. 1977, ch. 173, sec. 4, p. 447; am. 2006, ch. 439, sec. 2, p. 1326.] 





	67�2347.  Violations. (1) If an action, or any deliberation or decision�making that leads to an action, occurs at any meeting which fails to comply with the provisions of sections 67�2340 through 67�2346, Idaho Code, such action shall be null and void.


	(2)  Any member of the governing body governed by the provisions of sections 67�2340 through 67�2346, Idaho Code, who knowingly conducts or participates in a meeting which violates the provisions of this act shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one hundred fifty dollars ($150) for a first violation and not to exceed three hundred dollars ($300) for each subsequent violation as a civil penalty.


	(3)  The attorney general shall have the duty to enforce this act in relation to public agencies of state government, and the prosecuting attorneys of the various counties shall have the duty to enforce this act in relation to local public agencies within their respective jurisdictions. In the event that there is reason to believe that a violation of the provisions of this act has been committed by members of a board of county commissioners or, for any other reason a county prosecuting attorney is deemed disqualified from proceeding to enforce this act, the prosecuting attorney or board of county commissioners shall seek to have a special prosecutor appointed for that purpose as provided in section 31�2603, Idaho Code.


	(4)  Any person affected by a violation of the provisions of this act may commence a civil action in the magistrate division of the district court of the county in which the public agency ordinarily meets, for the purpose of requiring compliance with provisions of this act. No private action brought pursuant to this subsection shall result in the assessment of a civil penalty against any member of a public agency and there shall be no private right of action for damages arising out of any violation of the provisions of sections 67�2342 through 67�2346, Idaho Code. Any suit brought for the purpose of having an action declared or determined to be null and void pursuant to subsection (1) of this section shall be commenced within thirty (30) days of the time of the violation or alleged violation of the provisions of this act. Any other suit brought under the provisions of this section shall be commenced within one hundred eighty (180) days of the time of the violation or alleged violation of the provisions of this act.








	[67�2347, added 1977, ch. 173, sec. 5, p. 447; am. 1992, ch. 155, sec. 4, p. 509.] 





	67�2348.  Preference for Idaho domiciled contractors on public works. To the extent permitted by federal laws and regulations, whenever the state of Idaho, or any department, division, bureau or agency thereof, or any city, county, school district, irrigation district, drainage district, sewer district, highway district, good road district, fire district, flood district, or other public body, shall let for bid any contract to a contractor for any public works, the contractor domiciled outside the boundaries of Idaho shall be required, in order to be successful, to submit a bid the same percent less than the lowest bid submitted by a responsible contractor domiciled in Idaho as would be required for such an Idaho domiciled contractor to succeed over the bidding contractor domiciled outside Idaho on a like contract being let in his domiciliary state.








	[67�2348, added 1982, ch. 232, sec. 1, p. 613.] 





	67�2349.  Preference for Idaho suppliers and recycled paper products for purchases. (1)  To the extent permitted by federal laws and regulations, whenever the state of Idaho, or any department, division, bureau or agency thereof, or any city, county, school district, irrigation district, drainage district, sewer district, highway district, good road district, fire district, flood district, or other public body, shall let for bid any contract for purchase of any materials, supplies, services or equipment, the bidder domiciled outside the boundaries of Idaho shall be required, in order to be successful, to submit a bid the same percent less than the lowest bid submitted by a responsible bidder domiciled in Idaho as would be required for such an Idaho domiciled bidder to succeed over the bidder domiciled outside Idaho on a like contract being let in his domiciliary state.


	For the purposes of this section, any bidder domiciled outside the boundaries of the state of Idaho may be considered as an Idaho domiciled bidder, provided that there exists for a period of one (1) year preceding the date of the bid a significant Idaho economic presence as defined herein. A significant economic presence shall consist of the following:


(a)  That the bidder maintain in Idaho fully staffed offices, or fully staffed sales offices or divisions, or fully staffed sales outlets, or manufacturing facilities, or warehouses or other necessary related property; and


(b)  If a corporation be registered and licensed to do business in the state of Idaho with the office of the secretary of state.


	(2)  In the evaluation of paper product bids, those items that meet recycled content standards may be given not more than a five percent (5%) purchasing preference. As such, those qualifying paper products may be considered to cost five percent (5%) less when choosing the lowest responsible bidder.








	[67�2349, added 1985, ch. 145, sec. 1, p. 389; am. 1987, ch. 350, sec. 1, p. 779; am. 1998, ch. 148, sec. 1, p. 518; am. 2000, ch. 316, sec. 3, p. 1067.] 





	67�2350.  Snow removal responsibilities. (1) No county, city or highway district shall be responsible for the removal of snow on roads in the county, city or highway district over which they have no jurisdiction.


	(2)  The county, city or highway district may keep a list of any persons or entities that are interested in providing snow removal on private roads as a source of information for the public and shall provide to interested citizens the names of those individuals on a rotating basis.


	(3)  Notwithstanding the limitations imposed by this section, if no private persons are available or if they refuse to provide snowplowing to interested citizens, a county, city or highway district may provide the service for which the county, city or highway district may require reimbursement.








	[67�2350, added 1997, ch. 179, sec. 1, p. 497.] 





	67�2351.  Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Energy Facility Site Advisory Act."








	[67�2351, added 2007, ch. 164, sec. 1, p. 490.] 





	67�2352.  Definitions. As used in this act, the following definitions shall apply:


	(1)  "Department" means any department of state government as defined in section 67�2402, Idaho Code.


	(2)  "Energy facility" means any electrical generating facility with a rated capacity at location and at fifty�nine (59) degrees  of more than fifty (50) megawatts regardless of fuel source.








	[67�2352, added 2007, ch. 164, sec. 1, p. 490.] 





	67�2353.  City or county request for advice. (1) In the event that a city or county has before it a matter in which it considers a permit to construct and operate  an energy facility that will be used for the generation of electricity, the city or county may request assistance in the evaluation of the environmental attributes and impacts of the operation of the facility  from any department of state government as provided in this act. The request to a department for assistance shall specify the scope of the requested assistance, shall request a written response to the request and shall include the information provided to the city or county by the applicant that relates to the request for assistance.


	(2)  In addition to such other information as the ordinances of the city or county may require, a city or county may require an applicant for the construction of an energy facility to submit preliminary air emission and preliminary water consumption data concerning the proposed energy facility based on the design of the facility.


	(3)  If a city or county requests assistance from more than one (1) department, the city or county may designate one of the departments to coordinate the reporting by all departments pursuant to this act.








	[67�2353, added 2007, ch. 164, sec. 1, p. 491.] 





	67�2354.  Department responsibilities. (1) Upon receiving a request for assistance from a city or county, the department receiving the request shall review the information provided to the department by the city or county. The department may make such investigations as it considers necessary to respond to the request for advice. Within sixty (60) days of receiving a request for assistance, the department shall issue a written report to the city or county that made the request. If a city or county requests assistance from more than one (1) department, all departments to which a request is made shall cooperate with the department designated by the city or county to coordinate the activities of all departments in performing their reporting obligation.


	(2)  A department that has received a request for assistance pursuant to this act shall cause a qualified employee of the department to appear at a hearing on the application held pursuant to section 67�2355(3), Idaho Code, upon the request of the city or county that requested the assistance.


	(3)  Compliance with this act shall not preempt or otherwise affect the duties of the department under state law.





	[67�2354, added 2007, ch. 164, sec. 1, p. 491.] 





	67�2355.  Consideration of application �� Local regulation. (1) The city or county shall consider an application for the construction of an energy facility under its existing ordinances except as otherwise provided in this section.


	(2)  In considering an application for the construction of an energy facility, the city or county may not consider the following factors or attributes of an energy facility because the factors are the responsibility of the public utilities commission, an electric cooperative governing board or a city council overseeing a municipal electric system:


(a)  The need for or use of the energy by the applicant or by one (1) or more electric utilities or purchasers of the energy;


(b)  The resource plan or financial characteristics of an electric utility or purchaser of the energy; or


(c)  Alternative resource options or alternative energy facility sites that were considered by the applicant or utility owner or purchaser, or that may be or were available or should have been considered for comparative purposes.


	(3)  The city or county shall hold at least one (1) public hearing affording the public an opportunity to comment on each proposed energy facility before the approval of the facility. Several sites may be considered at any one (1) public hearing. A representative of the state department or departments that have provided written reports shall appear at the hearing at the request of the city or county. Members of the public who are not residents of the city or county may provide comments at the hearing. The city or county, when deciding whether to approve the application, shall duly consider all comments. The city or county may approve or disapprove the application regardless of the written advice by a state department. A hearing held pursuant to the existing ordinances of the city or county that meets all of the requirements of this subsection is held in compliance with this subsection.








	[67�2355, added 2007, ch. 164, sec. 1, p. 491.] 





	67�2358.  Collection of public debts �� Fees.


(1)  (a) Public agencies, as defined in section 67�2327, Idaho Code, may retain by written contract a collection agency that has a permit pursuant to chapter 22, title 26, Idaho Code, for the purpose of collecting public debts owed by any person, including any restitution that is being collected on behalf of a crime victim.


(b)  Any public agency using a collection agency as provided in this section may add a reasonable fee, payable by the debtor, to the outstanding debt for the collection agency fee incurred or to be incurred. The amount to be paid for collection services shall be left to the agreement of the public agency and its collection agency or agencies, but in no case shall a contingent fee exceed thirty�three percent (33%) of the unpaid debt per account.


(2)  (a) No debt may be assigned to a collection agency unless there has been a reasonable attempt to advise the debtor of the debt and at least thirty (30) days have elapsed from the time such notice was attempted. The public agency shall maintain a record of all attempts to notify the debtor of the existence of the debt.


(b)  As used in this subsection, "reasonable attempt" means that the public agency has notified the debtor, either by mail, electronic transaction, telephone or in person, of the existence of the debt and that the public agency is attempting to collect the debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose. At least one (1) notice sent pursuant to this subsection shall be in writing and shall state:


(i)   The amount of the debt;


(ii)  That unless the debtor, within thirty (30) days after receipt of notice, disputes the validity of the debt, or any portion thereof, the debt will be assumed to be valid by the public agency;


(iii) That if the debtor notifies the public agency in writing within the thirty (30) day period that the debt, or any portion thereof, is disputed, the public agency will obtain verification of the debt and a copy of such verification will be mailed to the consumer by the public agency; and


(iv)  That the public agency may employ a debt collection agency to collect a debt, which may result in additional costs to the debtor if the debtor fails to pay the debt.


	(3)  Collection agencies acting pursuant to this section shall have only those remedies and powers which are available to them under chapter 22, title 26, Idaho Code.


	(4)  For purposes of this section, the term "debt" shall include all debts, including the fee required under subsection (1)(b) of this section, except as otherwise provided by law.








	[67�2358, added 2003, ch. 245, sec. 2, p. 636.]


